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money would pay for a lot of nurses and orderlies cred it to the Austintown conductor 
to tend to patients and a lot of money for mainte- Wesley O'Connor, and Lakota's conduc-
fiance .1nd improvements at the facilities. . tor, Gregory Snyder, as all of their pro-

A group of nursing homes - Windsor House, grams were fantastic and well received 
EDM Management, Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran by the audience. . 
Retirement Services, Youngstown Area Jewish I will certainly be wanting to enter: 
federation, Prasant Group, Beeghly Oaks and tain my family and friends to many de 
Pembrooke Place - has filed a lawsuit challeng- lightful evenings in beautiful Down 
ing the state's action. But it shouldn't have come to town Youngstown. It's alive an 
this. The state's politicians should have recognized exciting. 

BEVERLY A. PACK 
Poland 

that what they were doing was wrong and recti-
fied the disparity. There's still time for the admin-
istration and the General Assembly to do that. 

Pennsylvania, Ohio link 
could benefit the Valley 

If there's strength in numbers, then the 
Mahoning Valley should have the power to move 
mountains. From the Fund for Our Economic 
Future, a collaborative effort to strengthen re­
gional economic competitiveness in Northeast 
Ohio, to jumpStart, a regional entrepreneur­
ship assistance organization, to membership in 
the Appalachian Regional Commission, resulting 
in special'funding for job-creation projects, to 
Congressman Tim Ryan's technology belt linking 
Pittsburgh and Cleveland, with the Valley in the 
middle, this region appears to have a lot of assis­
tance at its disposal. 

Therefore, the challenge for local governments 
and development agencies is to take advantage 
of all that's offered. Success will be measured by 
how much outside money comes to Mahoning, 
Trumbull and Columbiana counties and how 
many new jobs are ultimately created, 

Indeed, the regional approach to the econom­
ic revitalization of the Valley can be seen in the 
creation of the nation's first Interstate Workforce 
Region announced late last month by Ohio Gov. 
Ted Strickland and Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell. 

The Interstate Region encompasses Trumbull, 
Mahoning and Columbiana counties in Ohio and 
Lawrence and Mercer counties in Pennsylvania. 

Challenging times 
"Regional collaboration is more important than 

ever as a driver of economic growth, especially 
in these challenging economic times," Strickland 
said. . 

"A workforce with the skills and training to 
succeed in the 21st century workplace is essen­
tial, and Pennsylvania's local and regional work­
force development partners are helping us realize 
that goal," said Rendell. 

The member counties will share information, 
plan jointly and coordinate services to the re­
gion's workforce and employers. 

The Interstate Region is an outgrowth of the 
federal Workforce Investment Act that aims to 
prepare workers for job opportunities. and help 
businesses meet their employment needs. 

Such collaborative efforts have long been rec­
ommended by the federal government, but local 
officials have to make them work. 

Regions like the Valley that are still recovering 
from the demise of major manufacturing - in its 
heyday this area was one of the most important 
steel producing centers in the country - must 
establish clear goals and develop strategies for 
achieving them. 

For too long, the tri-county area has settled for 
crumbs while the large counties and metropOli­
tan areas have sliced off major portions. ReglonaJ 
collaboration could change that dynamic. 
L 
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Youngstown airport Catch 2 
EDITOR: 

I note with great interest the out 
line of the process used to evaluate pro 
posals for the Youngstown airport b 
Steve Bowser. director of aviation. H 
has made the unfortunate decision 0 
excluding all start-up air services fro 
consideration. It is a mistake that man 
airports with grants are making an 
the result most of the time ends u 
being the same: no service. 

Why does this occur? Just as ai 
ports with grants often show prejudic 
against start-up carriers. airlines ofte 
show prejudice against "start-up" ai 
ports. YNG has very little business tra 

. tic that actually flies out of the airpo 
Even in times of plenty, an airline do 
not want to go into an airport to ha 
to reattract all of that traffic that it h~ 
lost without having core passengers t 
start. YNG Simply cannot show an ail 
line conclusively that they will get ttl 
traffic. There are numerous commt 
nities that were all turboprop at sam 
point in the past that have maintaine 
their service and successful hub an 

Let me count the re~sons wll 
EDITOR: 

In an apocalyptic book that came 0 
a few years ago, author james H. Ku 
stier outlined what he believes w 
happen to our way of life some ye 
down the road when the era of che 
oil is over. 

Kunstler forecasts in "The Long Emj 
gency - Surviving the Converging S 
tastrophes of the Twenty-First Cenll 
ry" the collapse of the airline ind 
try. highway infrastructure, agribu 
ness, big box retails stores and sub 
bia itself. 

He outlines the prospects for 12 en 
gy alternatives taking over for cheap 
some obvious and some not. 

One of the energy alternatives K 
stier disparages is synthetic fuel m 
from coal, which Baard Energy prop 
es to produce at a $5.5 billion plan , 
Wellsville. He contends that because 
the cost, synfuel production is only 
able during a national emergency Sl 
as war. 

The Nazis made synthetic fuel at 
plants during World War II for t ~ 
war machine. South Africa started p 
ducing it when under sanctions du~ 
it-s apartheid policy. and continue! 
be a large producer today despite 0) 
sive air pollution from carbon dioxl 
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