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One-Stop's Jessica Borza says
employers need to fill 1,000 jobs.
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Heavy Turnout Expected at Today's Job Expo
Sept. 9, 2009 6:42 a.m.
By Maraline Kubik
YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio -- Organizers of
today's Job Expo 2009 are bracing for
thousands of job seekers expected to
turn out for the event at the Covelli
Centre.

Last year, some 4,000 job seekers
turned out and this year, pre-
registrations through the One-Stops
of Trumbull, Mahoning and
Columbiana counties’ Web site came
in “at a much faster rate,” says
Jessica Borza, One-Stop chief
operating officer.

The job-seekers will be vying for
1,000 positions that employers attending the event are looking to fill,
Borza reports. More than 60 employers and 30 training providers will
participate in the expo, slated to run from noon to 5 p.m. today. 

Employers represent a variety of industries, from health care to finance,
transportation to sales, Borza says, and they are looking to fill positions
at all skill levels and all salary levels from “minimum wage up to over
$20 an hour.”

In addition to the employers, training providers -- nearly twice as many
as attended Job Expo 2008 -- will be onsite to provide job seekers who
need to update or acquire new skills with information about their
programs and course offerings. Financial aid information will be available
too.

The Pennsylvania CareerLink offices in Mercer and Lawrence counties
joined with the One-Stop offices in Mahoning, Trumbull and Columbiana
counties to sponsor this year’s Job Expo, making it a true interstate
event.

More employers from Mercer and Lawrence counties are participating
than there were last year when Pennsylvania CareerLink served as an
“informal partner,” says Eileen Borrelli, CareerLink administator in
Lawrence County. She attributes some of the increase in participation
from training providers to an influx of Pennsylvania-based organizations.

Organizers also expect a significant increase in the number of job
seekers from Pennsylvania. There is so much interest, Borrelli says, that
six buses -- three in Lawrence County and three in Mercer County --
have been chartered to transport job seekers from the CareerLink offices
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Headlines in Sharon and New Castle, Pa., to the Job Expo.

“Our job seekers coming are excited about the opportunity to not have
to drive to Youngstown,” Borrelli says. “We have a lot of jobs in different
occupations. … The wages seem great for this area and we’re excited to
be part of this event.”

Borrelli and Borza suggest job seekers come dressed to interview and
with a supply of resumes.

Copyright 2009 The Business Journal, Youngstown, Ohio.
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